368       FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
Marshal Joffre made a tour of the Rhine Provinces similar to that of Marshal Foch, and arrived at Cologne by rail, accompanied by la Marechale, on the 24th of September, leaving the same night for Aix-la-Chapelle after dining at my house. He was received by a guard of honour, composed of cavalry, infantry, and tanks, on the Dom Platz, where large numbers of Germans congregated to see him. He evidently felt gratified at the opportunity of renewing his acquaintance with British troops, and it was equally a pleasure to us to receive him.
Other French officers who came to Cologne were Marshal Petain, Commander-in-Chief of the French armies ; General Mangin, commanding part of the French armies of occupation, an interesting personality who had seen much service in the French colonies and was with Colonel Marchand at the time of the Fashoda incident; General Fayolle, commanding another part of the French armies of occupation, with headquarters at Kaiserslautern ; General Gouraud, commanding the Strasburg area, who had served with the French contingent sent to Gallipoli, where he was severely wounded; and General Degoutte, who later succeeded General Mangin at Mayence and eventually became Commander-in-Chief of all the Allied forces of occupation. These Generals spoke in high terms of the appearance of the troops shown for their inspection, and of the soldier-like manner in which they moved on parade. A typical example of this appreciation was provided in a letter I received from General Gouraud, who wrote :
Croyez que je n'oublierai jamais votre cordial accueil et I'emouvante revue ou j'ai 1'honneur de voir defiler devant moi de magnifiques detachements de troupes britanniques sur la place de la cathedrale de Cologne.
I should add that the relations between the British troops and the French, Belgian, and American armies were throughout of the most cordial nature as regards work, while as to play there was much friendly rivalry in racing, horse-shows, and football, and some mutual benefit was, no doubt, also derived from the other forms of amusement and recreation for which reciprocal invitations were given,